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«Sister Catherine Joseph Benton died at St. Mary’s Hos- 
pital, Tucson, Arizona, 17, 1959, in the fortieth 
year of her age and the twenty-second ot her religious life. 


Sister was born in Fort Collins, Colorado, and her girl- 
hood was passed partly there and partly in_Los Angeles 


where she attended St. Cecilia’s and St. John Evangelist 
Schools, and graduated from St. Mary’s Academy. 


On the St. Joseph’s day before Sister’s graduation, her 
sister, Sister St. Charles, had_ made her first_vows in the 
community. Conscious that God was calling her, too, to the 
religious life, Sister Catherine Joseph worried that her en- 
tering would leave her mother alone, Mr. Benton having 
died when the girls were quite young. Her mother, though, 
was a valiant woman and freely gave her consent, consider- 
ing herself greatly blessed to have her two girls called to 
God’s service. 


1939 
Sister received the holy habit in March of 19%8, and 
two years later made her vows. The original plan of pre- 
paring Sister for hospital work was changed, and she began 
a teaching assignment at St. Cecilia’s School, Los Angeles. 
Before very long, illness compelled Sister to give up her 


teaching, and she was sent to St. Mary’s Hospital in Tucson 
as_a patient. 


She spent many months there in complete inactivity 
while the doctors fought to stop the advance of tubercu- 
losis and to repair the damage already done to her lungs. 
Sister's determination to get well and her buoyant spirits 
were a great aid to her recovery, which was helped along. 
too, by the permission given Sister to make her final vows 





in the hospital chapel as her companions made theirs jn » 


Los Angeles. 
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X-rays showed unsatisfactory conditions, and it was decid- 
ed that surgery would be necessary if Sister was to have 
sufficient health to engage in any work, Another long siege 
in the hospital did give Sister greatly improved health, and 
she went back to school work again at Regina Coeli High 


School in San Diego and finally as librarian to Salpointe 
High School in Tucson. ai 


During her years in the high schools Sister was in charge 
of our Lady’s sodality. She spared nothing to make the 
girls good sodalists, devoting her time and many talents 


to the work with complete generosity. Because of the joy- . 


fulness which always animated her, she was very attractive 
- the girls and her example drew many to the religious 
ife. 


With the Sisters, too, she showed the same spirit of 
generosity. No matter how busy she was, she could al- 
ways stop to help someone else and was ready to lend her 
clever aid whether it was to complete some important 
project or to prepare some funny thing for an evening’s 
recreation. Sister seemed utterly selfless. Through her long 
illnesses there was no word of worry or complaint. Just 
as she helped others through difficulties by her light-heart- 
ed, cheerful spirit, she had the ability to smile through her 
own troubles, no matter what they were. 


In the midst of the school term, Sister was stopped by 
the necessity of surgery, by which she learned that she had 
cancer. A good recovery was followed all too soon by a re- 
currence of the disease and its rapid spread. Completely 
resigned, Sister again thought of others and tried to lighten 
their distress and sorrow. She prepared herself with beauti- 
ful faith. God mercifully shortened her agony and her death 
was calm and peaceful. May her dear soul rest in peace. 
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